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BEE ST ON  AND  STAPLEFORD  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  C-F  HEALTH  AND 

SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR . 

1943. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Littlewood  and  Gentlemen, 

The  following  is  a Report,  again  much  abbreviated, 
on  certain  selected  aspects  of  the  Health  and  Health 
Services  of  the  District  for  the  year  1943.  It  now  takes 
the  form  of  a communication  written  jointly  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 
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1940 

1 

1941 

1942 

1943 

BIRTH  RATE  per  1000  of  the  population 
per  annum  j 

i o 

CO 

rU 

1 

18.4 

18.9 

J 

20. 6| 

DEATH  RATE  " " " " population 

per  annum 

12.1 

10.0 

9.3 

10. C 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  RATE  (Deaths  of 
infants  under  one  year  pf  age  per 

1000  live  births) 

73.2 

64.6 

54.7 

34.8 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY . 


Numbers  registered 

t 

Rate  per  1,000  Total  • 

i Births  (live  and  still)  j 

From  Seosis  ■ From  other  causes  i 
1943^  1943 

1 1940 

: 1941  ; • 1942  1943  j 

1 ; 0 

‘ 1.2 

! 1.2  i 3.6  j 1.1 

i .j  ....  . ! . 

k Deaths  of  non-civilians  (males)  are 

excluded . 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  Birth  Rate  and  the 
Mortality  Rates  for  1943  compare  very  well  with  those  for 
England  and  Wales  as  a whole 
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OTHER  SELECTED  DEATHS  . . x 


Numbers  Registered  j 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

Prom  Cancer  j 

i 65 

52 

63 

49 

prom  Diarrhoea 
(under  2 years) 

! 

! i 

4 

0 

2 

Prom  Influenza 

; 18 

11 

! 

! 6 

8 

* Deaths  of  non-civilians  (males)  are 
excluded . 
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NOTIFIABLE  PI S EASES 


DISEASE  t 

] 

Total  cases 
notified . 

i 

i 

]ase  sj 

admit- 
ted to 
S03-  i 
pi  tal  j 

Total 

Deaths 

K 

j 

1 

j 

i 

194  a ' 

1943  }l942  | 

1943  i 

1943  jl94C 

/ 41 

42  j 

43^ 

Scarlet  Fever 

83  1 

100 

174  | 

198  : 

t 

166  j 

0 

; o; 

0 | 

0 

Diphtheria 

47  ' 

36  ; 

H 

16  ; 

12  ; 

1 

i! 

l ; 

i; 

Enteric  Fever  (in- 
cluding Paratyphoid) 

2 ; 

17  ' 

0 ; 

I 

0 ; 

0 1 

0 

! i| 

i 

o j 

O' 

] 

I Puerperal  Pyrexia 

3 : 

| 

2 ! 

2 : 

4 

0 ' 

0 

i 0 1 

o ! 

1! 

| Pneumonia 

31  ! 

35  ; 

33  : 

37  ! 

0 

34 

i 2° 

20  j 

19 1 

iTuberculosis  - Pulmonary  ' 

42  j 

44  ; 

48  ! 

53  ; 

0 ; 

23 

! 24 

24  27! 

" -Other  forms  j 

9 I 

8 ! 

6 

i 

8 ! 

° ! 

5 

! 4, 

2 *13) 

i ; 

Erysipelas  , 

11 

16  ’ 

15  i 

12  1 

4 

0 

! ° 

0 ! 

O' 

| 

Meningococcal  Meningitis  | 

13  ! 

. 18  ' 

3! 

4 

' 3 

2 

5 

0 ! 

V 

Acute  Anterior 

Poliomyelitis 

j 

Oj 

1 | 

3 

2 

! 1 1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

lj 

| Ophthalmia  Ne onatorum 

3 ! 

2 

4 

4 

i 2 | 

0 

' 1 

: o ! 

j ! 

0 

: 0 

jMeasles 

883 

407  1 

162 

625 

1 6 ! 

1 

i 2 

0 

o| 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

103  j 

| 128 

1 64 

53 

1 1 

0 

1 

' 3 

1 

0: 

Dysentery 

2 

0 

i 

I 2 

1 

1 

0 

| 0 

0 

0 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

0 

j 0 

i — 

1 0 

0 

0 

0 

I 0 

=L= 

1* 

j xl 

k Deaths  of  non-civilians  (males)  are  excluded 

b Death  after  illness  of  many  years’  duration. 
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IS  PLAT I ON  H OS PITA LS . 


Difficulty  is  still  experienced  in  hospitalizing 
infectious  diseases.  It  is  occasionally  necessary  to  send 
cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  to  a hospital  as  distant  as  Melton 
Mowbray.  With  regard  to  patients  suffering  from  measles, 
whooping  cough,  cerebro  spinal  meningitis,  acute  anterior 
poliomyelitis,  patients  suffering  from  more  than  one 
infectious  disease  and  patients  requiring  surgical  treat- 
ment at  an  Isolation  Hospital,  the  difficulty  is  very  great 
indeed;  it  is  only  through  some  exceptional  channel  that 
such  cases  can  be  hospitalized.  It  is  obvious  that  addit- 
ional Isolation  Hospital  accommodation  is  much  needed. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 


Under  5 

i 

Between  5 and  15 

Estimated  number 
of'  children  in 
the  area  at  31st 
December,  1913, 

4,000 

6,700 

Percentage  pf 
child  population 
immures  el  at  31  yt 
Dec ernbe r , 1943, 

. t 

io% 

l 

66% 

/ Since  immunisation  is  not  carried  out  in  children 
under  one  year  of  age,  this  figure  cannot  exceed 
about  80^. 
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INSULIN . 


The  Council  decided,  in  May  1943,  to  supoly  Insulin 
free  of  charge,  until  the  termination  of  the  war,  to  those 
of  the  poorer  inhabitants  of  the  District  who  find  the 
increased  cost  of  the  material  a substantial  burden.  Pour 
persons  were  thus  supplied  up  to  the  end  of  the  year. 

SCAB IDS. 

Early  in  1942  a special  clinic  for  the  treatment  of 
the  above  condition  was  set  up,  each  Health  Visitor  being 
responsible  for  the  treatment  of  cases  from  her  own  district. 

A woman  was  employed  part  time  to  prepare  the  clinic,  and 
assist  the  Health  Visitors.  This  arrangement  worked  well 
but  was  found  to  encroach  too  much  uotn  the  Health  Visitors' 
time  despite  occasional  assistance  from  full  time  A.R.P. 

First  Aid  Post  Personnel. 

During  1943  the  services  of  a full  time  female  atten- 
ant  were  obtained  and  she  carried  out  all  treatment  at  the 
clinic  of  females  and  children.  The  services  of  a part  time 
male  attendant  were  obtained  when  necessary  to  treat  male 
adults . 

At  the  commencement  of  the  scheme  all  the  Doctors 
practising  in  the  Urban  District,  as  well  as  Factory  Medical 
Officers,  were  circularised  and  asked  to  notify  cases  coming 
to  the-ir  notice.  Their  response  to  this  appeal  has  been  quite 
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good.  School  children  suffering  from  these  conditions 
are  also  notified  by  School  Medical  Inspectors  and  School 
Nurses. 

On  receipt  of  a notification,  arrangements  are  made 
by  the  Health  Visitor  for  the  whole  cf  household  concerned, 
where  possible  to  attend  for  treatment  without  delay. 

The  Scabies  patients  are  given  a hot  bath  and  are  then 
treated  twice,  usually  on  successive  days,  with  Benzyl 
Benzoate.  At  the  commencement  of  the  scheme,  underclothing 
and  bedding  were  steam  disinfected  on  the  second  day,  but 
this  has  now  been  discontinued  with  no  apparent  decrease  in 
the  efficiency  of  the  treatment.  A Benzyl  Benzoate  product 
with  a vanishing  cream  base  has  been  used  successfully  on 
very  small  children  to  whom  the  normal  25^  Benzoate  cream 
proves  too  irritating. 

The  following  table  gives  a record  of  the  cases  of 


Scabies  treated 

Cases  notified  during  the  year  687 

Cases  treated  at  the  Council's  cleansing  station  ....  626 

Attendances  at  the  Council's  cleansing  station 1303 

Cases  removed  to  hospital  . 6 

Cases  treated  at  home  by  Health  Visitors  or  own  Dr...  55 

Cases  examined  and  reported  clean  674 

Cases  who  left  the  district  or  were  otherwise  lost 

sight  of  before  being  reported  clean  13 
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PEDICULOSIS  . 


The  Health  Visitors  endeavour  by  their  advice  to  improve 
the  general  standard  of  cleanliness  and  habits  and  to  combat 
infestation  by  head  lice.  Mothers  are  advisee  as  to  the  best 
method  of  dealing  with  their  childrens  neaps,  the  most 
suitable  type  of  combs  to  use,  etc.  Le thane  Oil  is  supplied 
free  of  charge  with  adequate  instruction's,  and  in  a number  of 
cases  the  Health  Visitors  and  the  Assistant  at  the  Scabies 
Clinic  have  themselves  cleansed  the  childrens  hair. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE . 

Health  Visiting. 

From  Bees tpn  From  Staple  ford  Totals . 

Centre.  Centre . ~ 0 

Infants  under  pne  year 

visited  for  the  first  time  ..504 330  834 


Revisits  in  Infants  ........ 

. . 825  . . . . 

1023  

1848 

Total  visits  to  children 
nf  one  tn  five  years  

. 1643; . . . 

2782  

449  5 

Expectant  and  nursing 
mothers  visited  for  the 
first  time  ..-.T 

. 144  . . . 

86  

9.50 

Revisits  to  mothers  ........ 

. 128  ... 

¥ Post-natal  Visits  ...  

. 246  ... 

Total  visits  . 

.3490  ... 

4318  

h Where  there  is  no  child  to  be 

visited 

(still- 

-births , 

etc . ) 
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ATTENDANCES  aT  THE  CENTRES. 


Be  es  ton  Staple  ford  Chilwell  Totals  . 

By  infants  and  young  children, . 10163  ...  .4892 .929 15984 

By  expectant  and  nursing  me ' r.ers  , o!5 ...  . 60 5 580 

Total  attendances  . 1:0678.  .-.  w 4952 934 16564 

Maternity  hospital  treatment. 

The  following,  table  shows' the  numbers  of  cases  sent  by  the 
Council  during  the  year  to  Maternity  Hospitals  : - 


Hospitals 

No. of  Cases  r 

! Basford  County  Hospital  1 

40 

! 

! Mansfield  County  Hospital 

60 

• Mansfield  County  Hospital  and  transferred  thence 

| 

to  the  Womens  Hospital,  Nottingham.  . 

1 

EAR,  NOSE  AND  THROAT  DEPARTMENT. 

Number  of  children  operated  on  for  Tonsils  and/or  Adenoids  ..47 
ARTIFICIAL  SUNLIGHT. 


Bees  ton.  Staplef ord . Totals . 

Treatments  ..  . . .1353 483 .1836 

ISSUES  OF  VI TAM- IN  PREPARATIONS  . 


Bees to 
Chi]. 

n and  j 
we  11  J 

! 

Stapleford  j 

Totals 

Free 

i Sold 

Free 

Sold 

Free 

Sold 

Orange  Juice  (6  ozs  ) 

3170 

31495 

1677 

15640 

4847 

47135 

| Cod  Liver  Oil  (6ozs) 

788 

4167 

434 

1812  j 

j 1222 

5979 

| Vitamin  Capsules 
j (packets  of  45) 

116 

1054 

23  j 

I 

| 268 

139 

1322 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 


The  whole  District,  with  the  exception  of  a few  wells, 
is  adequately  served  by  the.  Nottingham  Corporation  mains 
(constant  supply).  Tne  water  is  taken  into  the  houses,  the 
number  of  stand-pipes  being  quite  insignificant.  The  water 
is  not  of  the  plumbo -Sid  v : u type.  Five  samples  have  been 
taken  from  the  mains  by  ‘the  Council's  officers  during  the 
year,  the  results  of  the  analyses  being  quite  satisfactory. 
Of  the  few  wells  remaining  in  the  area,  samples  were  taken 
from  two.  In  each  case  the  water  is  chlorinated  before  use 
and  in  each  the  Analyst's  report  indicated  that  the 
chlorination  was  inadequate.  Steps  .have  been  taken  to 


ensure  that  this  process  is  properly  carried  out. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk  Supply. 

No.  of  inspections  of  Cowsheds,  Dairies,  Milkshops 

and  Dairymens  Vehicles  327 

No.  of  registered  Milk  Producers  : - 

(a)  Wholesalers  ...13  (b)  Retailers .. .8  Total  21 

No.  of  registered  retail  purveyors  14 

No.  of  persons  selling  bottled  milk  only  (already 

bottled  when  received)  72 

Special  Designations. 


No.  of  licensed  Pasteurisation  Plants  in  the  district...  2 


No.  of  Supplementary  licence's  issued  to  sell 

Pasteurised  Milk  4 

" ,r  " " issued  to  sell 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  3 


No.  of  dealers  licences  issued  to  sell  Accredited  Milk,.  1 

No.  of  dealers  licences  issued  to  sell  Tuberculin 

Tested  Milk. . , 2 

By  their  decision  to  charge  no  fees  for  licences  issued  under 
the  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Orders  the  Council  have  given 
additional  encouragement  to  producers  and  retailers  to  produce 
and  sell  specially  designated  milks,  be.  are  using  strenuous 
efforts  to  improve  our  Milk  supplies  and  it  seems  rather 
oaradoxical  that  dealers  complying  with  our  wishes  should  be 
charged  fees  for  doing  so. 
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Sampling. 

During  the  year  51  samples  of  milk  were  submitted 
to  the  Public  Analyst  as  follows 

No.  of  samples 

taken.  Satisfactory .Unsatisfactory. 

A.  Pasteurised  43  40  3 

These  samples  were  submitted  to  the  phosphatase, 
bacterial  count,  and  Bacillus  Coli  tests,  the  results  being 
on  the  whole  very  gratifying.  The  3 unsatisfactory  samples 
were  shown  by  the  phosphatase  test  to  have  been  incorrectly 
pasteurised  and  steps  were  taken  with  the  dairies  concerned 
to  avoid  repetitions  of  these  results. 


No. 

of  samples 
taken 

Satisfactory. 

Unsatisfactory 

B.  Tuberculin  Tested 

2 

2 

Nil 

C.  Accredited 

2 

2 

Nil 

D.  Raw 

4 

3 

1 

These  4 samples  were  examined  for  keeping  quality,  the 
adverse  result  being  due  to  unsatisfactory  transport  and  undue 
delay  in  delivery  to  the  retailer.  The  matter  was  remedied 
after  being  taken  up  with  the  wholesaler  concerned. 

National  Milk  Testing  Scheme. 

Late  in  1942  the  Council  agreed  to  co-operate  with  the 
Notts.  W.A.E.C.  in  the  above  Scheme  and  in  1943  192  samples 
were  taken  and  forwarded  to  the  Advisory  Dairy  Bacteriologist 
for  submission  to  the  Resazurin  Test.  In  only  15  oases  was 
the  milk  reported  to  be  of  bad  keeping  quality  and  in  these 
cases  visits  were  made  to  the  farms  concerned  to  try  to 
discover  the  cause  and  effect  improvement. 

Summary  of  Improvements  carried  out  during  1942  - 45. 


Cowsheds . 

"To."  of  new  or  entirely  reconditioned  cowsheds  5 

No.  provided  with  new  concrete  floors  2 

Concrete  floor  repaired  1 

No.  provided  with  additional  lighting  & ventilation  1 
Yards  concreted  1 

New  covered  milking  pails  provided  1 
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Summary  of  Improvements  carried  out  during  1942  - 43.(Cont.). 


Dairies . 

New  "dairies  provided  1 
Coolers  provided  3 
Floor  concreted  1 
Ceiling  underdrawn  1 
Steam  sterilising  plant  installed  3 
New  boiler  to  sterilising  plant  1 
Refrigerator  installed  1 
Public  water  supply  laid  on  2 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1958. 

The  Notts.  C.C.  are  the  Authority  responsible  for  the 
administration  of  the  above  Act  and  we  are  indebted  to  Hr. 
Templeman,  the  Chief  Food  and  Drugs  Inspector  for  the 
following  particulars  of  work  done  during  1943. 

No.  of  No. 

Samples . Satisfactory. 

Samples  of  various  foods  and  drugs 


(except  milk) 

examined 

28 

28 

Samples  of  milk 
Inspector 

examined  by  the 

12 

12 

Samples  of  milk  examined  by  the 
inspector  (Gerber  test) 

86 

84 

Samples  of  milk 
Milk  (Special 
Orders  1936-8 

examined  under  the 
Designations ) 

46 

33 

No  legal  proceedings  were  instituted  under  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act  during  the  year  by  the  Notts.  C.C. 

The  Sampling  Officer  to  the  Derbyshire  C.C.  has  kindly 
supplied  the  following  particulars  of  a case  where  legal 
uroceedings  were  taken  by  him  at  Ilkeston  against  a farmer 
and  retailer  from  thi.a  district  for  selling  adulterated  milk 
to  the  prejudice  of  trie  purchaser,  in  the  Derby  County  area. 
The  retailer  successfully  transferred  the  charges  to  the 
farmer  who  was  fined  £15  and  £10.  10.  Od.  costs;  samples  taken 
from  him'  showing  7^oy  and  9 % of  added  water  respectively. 


- 11  - 


Meat  and  Other  Foods. 


With  the  exception  of  a few  "Cottagers " pigs  killed 
for  home  consumption,  the  slaughterhouses  in  the  district 
were  not  used  during  the  year*  Slaughtering  is  still 
centralised  at  the  Nottingham  City  Abattoir  and  the  meat  is 
distributed  by  covered  lorry  throughout  the  district. 

The  transport  and  distribution  of  meat  throughout  the 
area  has  given  very  much  cause  for  concern.  The  cleanliness 
of  the  vans,  the  clothing  of  the  operators,  and  the  carrying 
of  the  meat  were  all  most  unsatisfactory.  After  the  issue 
of  warnings  to  the  transport  contractors  concerned  and 
representations  to  the  Ministry  of  War  Transport  certain 
imorovements  were  effected  as  follows.  One  new  container 
has  been  provided,  duckboards  have  been  fitted  to  each 
container  and  operators  have  been  instructed  that  clean  and 
washable  head  coverings  and  overalls  must  be  worn  when 
carrying  the  meat.  Nevertheless,  although  definite  improve- 
ment has  been  effected  distribution  is  still  not  all  that 
could  be  desired. 

Although  we  belive  and  hope  that  the  day  of  the  small 
private  slaughterhouse  is  past,  and  that  centralised 
slaughtering  is  here  to  fetay,  we  are  convinced  that  the  ideal 
method  is  a separate  public  abattoir  for  a district  such  as 
this,  with  the  slaughtering,  inspection  and  transport  under 
the  supervision  and  control  of  one  Health  Dept.,  rather  than 
large  central  abattoirs  serving  very  extensive  areas  and  many 
local  authorities.  One  is  happy  to  note  that  the  provision 
of  a public  Abattoir  within  the  district  is  prominent  amongst 
this  Council’s  Post-War  plans. 

Unsound  Pood. 


The  following  foodstuffs  were  found  on  inspection  to  be 
unfit  for  human  consumption  and  were  either  collected  by  the 
Ministry  of  Food,  Salvage  Department,  used  for  animal  food- 
stuffs, or  destroyed 


Carcass  and  organs  of  1 pig  (T.B)  and  1 pig's 


Bacon,  Ham  & Gammon  574  lbs. 
Sausage  14-Jlbs. 
Fish  860  lbs. 
Fish  Cakes  206 


Milk 

Meats 

Soup 

Fish 


head  and 
Mesentery  (T.B) 
176  tins 
443  tins 
21  tins 
75  tins 
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Apples 

22|lbs 

Vegetables 

52  tins 

Cocoa 

40  lbs . 

Fruit 

62  tins 

Lard 

4 lbs. 

Jam 

42  tins 

Sugar 

2 lbs. 

Cereals 

57  pkts 

Butter 

Sflbs. 

Sweets  and 

Cheese 

32  lbs. 

Chocolates 

123  lbs 

Oatmeal 

531  lbs. 

Coffee  Extract 

1 bott 

Patent  Ridding 

Biscuits 

56  pkts 

Mixtures 

21  lbs. 

Dried  Agg 

■19  lbs. 

Eggs 

84 

Shredded  Suet 

5 lbs. 

RATS  AND  MICE  (DESTRUCTION)  ACT,  1919. 


Infestation  Order,  -1945. 

The  number  of  visits  made  to  infested  premises  during 
the  year,  816,  will  show  that  the  destruction  of  rats  and 
mice  was  certainly  not  neglected.  lp8  complaints  were 
received.  In  the  vast  majority  of  cases,  the  complaints 
were  found  to  come  from  promises  where  poultry  were  kept. 

In  response  to  a Direction  by  the  Minister  of  Pood,  a 
report  on  major  infestations  in  the  district  was  submitted 
to  him;  Only  s.even  infestations  were  regarded  as  coming 
within  this  category,  and  strong  measures  have  been  oersis- 
tently  pursued  at  these  places. 

The  methods  of  extermination  used  included  poisons  - 
primarily  Zinc  Phosphide  and  Barium  Carbonate;  gassing  with 
Cyan ogas ; ' ..and  ratcatchers  using  dogs  and  ferrets.  One 
advantage  of  thu  last  method  is  that  the  results  are 
tangible,  which  is  not  always  the-  case  with  poisons.  The 
ratcatchers  visited  246  premises  during  1943  and  killed 
735  rats. 

Bn  I TARY  AIM  IN  IS  THAT  I ON  . 

SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS . 


'Tv'premises  on  complaints  404 

P.H,  Inspections  and  reinspections  364 

Slaughterhouses  58 

Bakehouses  47 

Foodshops  and  Stalls  182 
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Cowsheds,  Dairies  k Dairymens  Vehicles  327 

Stables  and  Pig  Styes  33 

Factories  and  V'orkolaces  73 

Fried  Fish  Shops  32 

Cafe  Premises  and  Restaurants  66 

Places  of  Entertainment  37 

Schools  38 

Re  Shops  Act  130 

7e  Milk  Samples  212 

Re  Food  Decontamination  52 

Scabies  . 109 

Re  Infectious  Diseases  * 429 

Re  Storage  of  Petroleum  and  Carbide  27 

Re  hater  Sampling  4 

Re  hater  Supply  8 

Re  Moveable  Dwellings  34 

Re  Refuse  Aceummulations  12 

Re  Dustbins  423 

Re  Animals  and  Fowls  28 

Re  Rats  and  Mice  816 

Re  Vermin  225 

Re  Smoke  Abatement  22 

Re  Food  Inspection 83 

Interviews  179 

Miscellaneous  180 

Air  Raid  Shelters  11 

Outworkers  14 

Re  Drainage  . 322 

Housing  Act  Inspections  and  Reinspections  490 


Total  Visits . .5479 

Notices  Served : - 


Housing  Act.  1956. 

Statutory  Notices  served  during  1943  5 

" brought  forward  from  1942  Nil 

11  11  complied  with  during  1943  5 

" " carried  forward  to  1944  Nil 

Public  Health  Act,  1956. 

”S t aFut on j Notices  ""served  during  1943  177 

" brought  forward  from  1942  28 

" complied  with  during  1943  181 

" " carried  forward  to  1944 24 
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Preliminary  No tices . 

Served  during  1943  331 

Brought  forward  from  1942  44 

Complied  with  during  1943  320 

Carried  forward  to  1944  55 


We  remain, 

Your  obedient  Servants, 

C.  H.  WARNER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
and 

W.  R.  BROW  MILL, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 


